STORY 147

ACTS 16:16—40;
PHILIPPIANS 3

When Paul first preached the gospel in Macedonia, one
of the very first Philippians to become a Christian was a
guard at the prison. It happened this way: Paul and Silas
were arrested, beaten, and thrown in prison for the work
of the gospel. While the Philippian jailer guarded their cell,
Paul and Silas started singing and praising God. Around
midnight God sent a great earthquake to shake the prison.
The cell doors flew open and the chains fell off the prison-
ers. When the guard saw what had happened, he thought
the prisoners had escaped, and he was going to kill himself.
But Paul called out to him to stop and said that none of the
prisoners had left. The jailer was stunned and called out to
Paul and asked, “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30).
Paul told him to believe in Jesus, and that is just what he did.
That night the jailer and his whole family trusted in Jesus
and were baptized.

Later, when Paul was writing his letter to the Philippians
as a prisoner in Rome, he made sure to tell them that God
was using his imprisonment in Rome to spread the gospel
t00. Paul wrote, “Everyone in the imperial guard knows I am
a prisoner because of my love for Christ. And my Christian
brothers aren’t afraid because of what has happened to me.
God has made them even braver when they talk about Je-

sus!” Just like in Philippi.
bring the good news about Jesus to

e in jail to
Ore people,

God taught Paul that even a hard thing like being in ;)
could be part of God's wonderful plan to spread the gospe|

For Paul, the most important things in life were 1o
know and trust Jesus. Paul said that compared to Je.
sus everything else was rubbish! He meant that it was
worthless compared to knowing Jesus. Thats why Pay|
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