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An Exposition of the Book of Mark
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The Cost of Pursuing Holiness
Mark 6:30-56
Main Idea
Costliness of Holy Man vs. Hardened man, both pay a cost
Overview

· Obedient Conscious vs. Hardened Conscious

· John the Baptizer: Faithful to Biblically informed conscious

· Captivated by Word of God

· Imprisoned because of faithfulness to that conscious (it cost him)

· Called Herod to repentance (Mk. 6.17-18)(cf. Lev. 20.21)

· Life is bound by word

· Herod: Hardened Conscious 

· In open willful rebellion against word by marrying brothers wife (Herodias)

· His wife had grudge against John and wanted to kill him

· Herod knew he was a holy and righteous man and he feared him

· Herod knew John was right, but was hardened by rebellion

· Suppressed conscious

· John acts in concert with his conscious though it cost him, Herod acts against His and it would cost him eternally

· Heavenly Comforts vs. Earthly Comforts

· John, the Holy man doesn’t have much in eyes of the world

· Lived in desert, wore camel hair, and ate locusts and honey

· Sentenced to jail because of faithfulness

· Eventually killed because of his faithfulness

· All of this, yet we have no hint that John was in dismay at his mission, instead he embraced it

· Herod, the Hardened man had most everything in the eyes of the world

· “King” had power and authority

· Seems to be able to get any woman he wants 

· Large banquets in his honor

· People to dance and entertain him

· Friends in high places

· Authority to offer great riches

· Executioners to call at his word

· Yet he doesn’t seem to be content

· Why would he be fearful of a pauper like John?

· If satisfied why would he care about what his guests thought?

· It was man that had very little in eyes of the world that seemed more satisfied than one that had it all

· Acceptance of God vs. Acceptance of Man

· Author couches story in the midst of Jesus’ and Disciples potential rejection

· Author is pointing us to rejection of Christ

· John lives for the praise of His God and not enslaved to the praise of Man

· Herod is enslaved to guests whereas John is enslaved to His God and has true freedom

· Jesus was rejected and bought us freedom that we might live for a better Kingdom than our own

· This is true freedom

Questions
1. What are some examples of either being sensitive or having hardened consciousness?  What things in our culture and in our lives serve to soften or harden our conscious?
2. Why is it difficult to pay attention and obey our conscious?

3. Why is it John seems to be the one more content than the one who has everything?

4. What is it about this world that lures us into finding satisfaction here? 

5. What are some of its lies?

6. What is encouraging about the notion of rejection for the Christian? Discouraging?

7. How does the rejection of Christ by His own, yet faithfulness to the Cross encourage you?
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